Soft Tissue Reconstruction for Head and Neck Ablative Defects.
Soft tissue reconstruction of head and neck ablative defects is a broad, challenging, and subjective topic. The authors outline goals to keep in mind when deciding on a primary reconstructive option for defects created by oncologic resection. Factors considered in local, regional, and distant flap selection are discussed. Based on the goals of reconstruction and factors involved in flap selection, a defect-based reconstructive algorithm is developed to help choose the ideal reconstructive option. The authors also discuss indications, pearls, pitfalls, and challenges in the harvest and inset of commonly used soft tissue flaps for head and neck reconstructive surgery.